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RIGHT TO 

EDUCATION: 
HOUSING, DEBT, 

AND HIGHER 
EDUCATION
IN TURKEY



RIGHT TO (HIGHER) 

EDUCATION

International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, Article 13

(1)The States Parties to the present Covenant 
recognize the right of everyone to education…

(2) (C) Higher education shall be made equally 
accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every 
appropriate means, and in particular by the 
progressive introduction of free education.



HIGHER 

EDUCATION IN

TURKEY
Constitution of the Republic of Turkey, Article 
42:

“… The State shall provide scholarships and other 
means of assistance to enable students of merit 
lacking financial means to continue their 
education. The State shall take necessary measures 
to rehabilitate those in need of special education so 
as to render such people useful to society.”
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EDUCATION AND 

HOUSING: 

COMPLEMENTARY 

RIGHTS
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DEMANDS

HOUSING

• Quantity
• 776 KYK dorms 

housing 760 
thousand students

• Quality

SCHOLARSHIPS

• Number of 
recipients

• Amount

LOANS

• Loan forgiveness

• Transform into 
scholarships
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RESPONSE

• Denial

• Of claims

• Dorms now provide hotel-room standards of living

• AKP increased the grant amounts from 45 TRY since 
they’ve taken office

• Of interest

• Labelling protestors “militants on payroll” “who have 
nothing to with being students”

• “There cannot be students like these. These are, if 
anything, students who have infiltrated universities.”



RESPONSE

Detaining students
Removal from 

dormitories

Cutting off 

scholarships, turning 

scholarships into 
loans



• Interrelated nature of 
rights
•Debt and dependency 
as discipline and 
control
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